
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Edmund Pendleton of Virginia. 177 

Adams's diary. They do not give the impression of a " long- 
winded and round-about speaker." " They have now drawn 
the sword," said Colonel Dyer, " in order to execute their plan 
of subduing America; and I imagine they will not sheath it, 
,but that next summer will decide the fate of America . . 
. . "We are struggling for the liberties of the West Indies 
and of the people of Great Britain, as well as our own — and, 
perhaps, of Europe I" 



EDMUND PENDLETON OP VIRGINIA. 

BY DAVID H. STEOTHEE (POETE CEAYON). 

(Centennial Collection.) 

Edmund Pendleton was born in Caroline County, Virginia, 
in 1721. His father dying before the son's birth, left the 
family in comparative poverty, so that in his earlier years, 
the boy had little opportunity for schooling, or instruction of 
any kind. At the age of fourteen he was placed in the office 
of Benjamin Robinson, clerk of Caroline County, a most effi- 
cient training school for a youth looking forward to the pro- 
fession of the law. 

Young Pendleton made the best use of the opportunities 
thus afforded, applying himself diligently to the business in 
hand, and at the same time, by working outside of his regular 
clerical duties, obtained the means of purchasing books, which 
enabled him to supply, in a measure, his lack of general 
education. 

At the age of twenty-one he was duly licensed to practise 
law in the courts, and pursued his professional career with 
flattering success, and increasing reputation until these courts 
were closed by the coming storm of revolution in 1774. He 
had been elected to the House of Burgesses in 1752, and con- 
tinued to serve in that body until it also became extinct. 

Pendleton's views on the great question which then agi- 
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tated men's minds have come down to us in his own hand- 
writing. 

" When the dispute with Great Britain began, a redress of 
grievances, and not a Revolution of Government, was my 
wish." 

The moderation of his views, and the unequalled ability 
with which he defended them against such assailants as Lee, 
Jefferson, and Henry, drew around him those of all shades of 
opinion opposed to the Revolution, and while uninfluenced 
by their peculiar personal interests, and entirely superior to 
the prejudices of their caste, he soon became the recognized 
leader of the cavalier, or conservative party of that period. 

Although the conflict of opinion between men of com- 
manding abilities and strong convictions was necessarily sharp, 
earnest, and exciting, yet the greatness of the occasion, with 
the sincere and lofty patriotism common to all the leading 
contestants, prevented these disputes from ever degenerating 
into personal rancor or unfriendliness. With all the leaders 
of the Revolutionary party Pendleton ever lived in mutual 
respect and lifelong friendship, while Jefferson, in his memoirs 
(vol. i. p. 30), says of him, " taken all in all, he was the ablest 
man in debate I ever met with." 

But when the momentous question was at length decided, 
and the time for discussion past, pride of opinion readily 
yielded to a sense of patriotic duty, and his recent opponents 
in debate paid the highest tribute to his great character by 
calling him to fill the most arduous and responsible positions 
in the Revolutionary Government. Thereafter we find him 
sustaining the cause (now that of his people and his country) 
with a devotion surpassed by none of those who had from the 
beginning been most zealous for separation from the Mother 
Country. 

By resolution of the Virginia Convention he was made 
Chairman of the Committee of Safety, virtually the legisla- 
tive, judicial, and executive head of the Colony, in the crisis 
of its stormy transition from dependent vassalage to untried 
freedom. He was elected to the General Congress in 1774, 
and again in 1775, but was prevented by indisposition from 
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attending the latter session. He was President of the Con- 
vention of December, 1775, and also that of May, 1776, and 
author of the resolutions which instructed its Representatives 
in Congress to declare for " Independence." 

He was the intimate friend of Washington, who tendered 
him high judicial and political position in the Federal Govern- 
ment, all of which he modestly but firmly declined. He was 
President of the Virginia Convention of 1788, which met to 
deliberate on the new Federal Constitution, and ably advo- 
cated its adoption. He was for a quarter of a century the 
Presiding Judge of the Virginia Court of Appeals, and died 
in that office on the 28th of October, 1803, in the eighty- 
third year of his age. 

In person, Edmund Pendleton was eminently handsome, 
graceful, and prepossessing, with manners so fascinating as to 
win all who came within their influence, and these natural 
advantages doubtless served to enhance the value of his high 
mental and moral qualities. He was twice married, but died 
childless, leaving his good works and spotless name to the 
gratitude and admiration of posterity. 



HENRY MIDDLETON. 

President op the First Continental Congress. 

BY CONSTANCE FENIMOBE WOOLSON. 

(Centennial Collection.) 

Henry Middleton, of South Carolina, was one of three 
sons of Arthur Middleton, who, in 1719, headed the revolu- 
tion against the Lords Proprietors. The eldest son, William, 
went to England to take possession of the family estate of 
" Crowfield," in Suffolk, and his descendant, Sir George Broke 
Middleton, admiral in the royal navy, has now in his posses- 
sion at Shrubland Park, Suffolk, a portrait of Henry Mid- 
dleton, the subject of this sketch. Thomas Middleton, the 



